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Writing -  Composition
Writing in the style of the past / how words 
change FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY

Writing in the Style of the Past
STUDENT INTRODUCTION

 f Around the Isle of Wight Steam Railway you’ll 
see many old-fashioned words.

 f  Words change over time and are replaced by 
more common words that we see today.

Page 1 of 2

Texts from the past 
TASK

 9 Have a look at the letter below. 
 9 It was written in 1871 after a train crash near 

Sandown.
 9 Answer the questions on pages 1 and 2, and 

then have a go at writing your own letter.

Questions
1. What does the writer mean by a ‘slight accident’?
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Questions (continued)
2.  Why does the writer recommend rewarding the enginemen and firemen?

Writing task

 f Imagine you were a passenger on the train, or a witness to the crash

 f Write your account of the accident 

 f Use some of the language from the original letter where possible

You can choose to write in one of these forms:

 9 A letter (to a friend)

 9 A letter (to the railway company, as a complaint)

 9 A statement given to the police

 9 An interview given to the local newspaper, the “Isle of Wight 
County Press”

 9 A form of your choice


