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Comprehension of Information
STUDENT INTRODUCTION

 f The Isle of Wight Steam Railway is a working 
railway and living museum of the past.

 f The railway produce texts that inform visitors 
about aspects of the railway and allow them to 
plan their visit to see as much as possible.

READING TASK
 9 Have a look on the leaflet extract on page 2. 
 9 Your task is to show an understanding of the 

information within the text.
 9 Read the leaflet extract thoroughly.
 9 Answer the questions below. Your teacher may 

require you to write on this sheet, or on paper.

Questions
1.  What year was the first railway line on the Isle of 
Wight opened?

2. Which king or queen was on the throne at the 
time?

3.  How many miles of railway line made up the Isle 
of Wight rail network at that time?

4. In what state were the Island’s railways by 1966?

5. What happened to all the old steam engines and 
trains after 1966?

6. What year did the current Isle of Wight Steam 
Railway open, and with how many miles of track?

7. How have the line and trains changed since 1971?

8. What is the name for the ‘cab’ of the steam 
locomotive where the Driver and Fireman work?

9. What is the name for the mechanical device 
which can be controlled to direct a train from one 
track onto another?

10. What key features of the railway does the map 
illustrate for the reader?

11. Summarise what the leaflet says about recycling 
at the Isle of Wight Steam Railway.
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