
At A Glance:
 ü English - Spoken Language

 ü Key Stage 3

 ü National Curriculum 2014

 ü Practises Speaking & Listening 
skills

 ü Cross-curricular aspects

 ü On site activity

 ü Follow-up tasks available

What’s Involved?
Your child will meet the REAL 
railway folk! An exciting 
opportunity for young people to 
test their questioning skills on the 
knowledgeable staff of the Isle of 
Wight Steam Railway.

They will engage with the scientific 
and historical aspects of the railway 
whilst practising questioning, 
listening and summarising skills.

About this activity
During your child’s planned visit to Isle of Wight Steam Railway, this 
activity will see them practising their Spoken Language skills which 
are a core part of the English Language learning within the 2014 
National Curriculum and, in Scotland, Curriculum for Excellence.

Questions & Answers
What is the task?

 � This is a Spoken Language task that enables students to practise 
their questioning and listening skills, as well as summarising 
techniques

How does this link to my child’s learning?
 � Questions have been chosen because they link with core English 

Spoken Language skills from the 2014 National Curriculum and 
also specific cross-curricular skills for example in the subjects 
of History (how the past is represented) and Science (forces, 
materials and their properties, etc.)

What will they learn?
 � Students will learn about the key areas of the Isle of Wight 

Steam Railway and interesting facts about the trains, their 
history, and the operation of the line

 � Some of the knowledge relating to the motion and forces 
created by the engines and trains connect directly with the 
Science curriculum

 � Aspects of the History curriculum are also explored through 
gaining an understanding of the past and how it is represented 
here 

How does this enrich study undertaken in school?
 � When on site, students will be able to use the questions as 

prompts to engage with the staff and information at Isle of 
Wight Steam Railway in order to find answers to their questions, 
gaining a more enhanced and enriched visit experience

 � They will experience first-hand what it is like to “step into the 
past” and question knowledgeable people

 � Opportunities exist for the students to also gain peripheral 
knowledge from the Q&A process; for example, in asking the 
questions on the activity sheet, it is hoped that further questions 
will follow, and enriched understanding gained. Volunteers and 
members of staff at Isle of Wight Steam Railway have a wealth of 
knowledge and impart this with a willing enthusiasm.

PARENT NOTES
10 Questions to ask at the Isle of Wight Steam 
Railway

“I’m always 
looking, and  I’m 
always asking 
questions”

- Anne Rice  
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This activity was compiled by Education 
Destination in conjunction with Isle of 
Wight Steam Railway.  We help students 
of all ages and abilities to experience 
excellent curriculum based learning 
opportunities at many Island venues and 
attractions.

For further reading about Isle of Wight 
Steam Railway, wikipedia offers an 
excellent article, including onward links 
to a range of related content.  This would 
serve as an ideal introduction for learners  
prior to their visit, and is suitable for ages 
7 upwards.

Helpful Resources
Encourage your child to research Isle of Wight Steam Railway 
before their visit

The award-winning Isle of Wight 
Steam Railway will engage, inspire 
and excite visitors of all ages.  Having 
recently celebrated its 40th Anniversary, 
this highly regarded educational 
charity offers exceptional learning 
opportunities across the curriculum.

What do they need to have done in preparation?
 � It is suggested to teachers that they introduce the task before the visit, as a taster activity. Students should 

be keen to find the answers to the questions, and may have already researched / guessed at some of the 
answers

 � Hopefully, students will be confident in asking questions and listening to others respond.  It is expected 
that they would have done some work in this area previously

What skills do they need to demonstrate?
 � Good speaking and listening skills
 � Confidence in asking questions
 � Note-taking
 � Summarising what they discover

What follow-up tasks are there?
Teachers could engage the students in many follow-up tasks, including:

 � Whole class discussion about the responses to the questions
 � Groups presenting back their collated ideas to the class
 � A written reflective evaluation or summary
 � English-focused follow-up tasks from Education Destination such as Review and Comment
 � History-focused follow-up tasks such as How is the past represented? and  How has Isle of 

Wight Steam Railway changed over time?

Learning Outcomes
Students will be able to demonstrate their questioning skills by asking 
appropriate questions, and will show they have listened by 
recording and summarising information learned.
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