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 � Researchers often need to use original documents to help 
them find out things. 

 � You are going to practise using a number of resources in 
order to find the answers to the questions below. You will 
find these on pages 3 - 9.

Questions continued on page 2...

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY

Researchers Required!
Investigate the history of The Model Village!
STUDENT INTRODUCTION

 ü You are going to practise being researchers today!

 ü Imagine that you have been asked by the local newspaper, to find out 
certain information about The Model Village at Godshill.

1. When was The Model Village Godshill first opened to the public?

2. What year did the planning and construction start?

3. The original model was not of Godshill. Of which town was it a model?

4. The original model was based on what it was like in which decade?

5. What was The Old Vicarage in Godshill originally used for?

6. Why did work on the model village stop in 1956?

7. How long was it before further work took place on the model village?

8. What are the new models made from? 

9. Give two reasons why this is a good material.

10. What was the main difficulty in constructing the new models?

11. The prices contained in one leaflet are in shillings and pence.  What costs fifteen shillings? 
(15/-)

12. What number bus would you need to catch if travelling to Godshill from Ventnor in the 
past?

Some documents contain duplicate 
information, but pay attention, as there 
are differences!
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13. Can you find a discrepancy regarding the weight of the Church on the hill?

	 What	different	weights	are	mentioned?	

14. Where would you find an example of bonsai in the model village?

15. Which resource document do you think is the oldest?  Why do you think this?

EXTENSION TASKS

Close reading
Can you find a way of ordering the leaflets in chronological order?

Maths investigation
a) Given the hours of work quoted for the Church on the hill and the cottages, approximately 
how many hours would have been taken to construct the Church and eighteen cottages in the 
model village of Godshill?  Give your answer as:  More than ………..hours.

b) If a further model of a model was made of the village, what scale would it be?  Do you think 
this would be possible?

Draw a plan of your classroom to 1/100th and then 1/1000th scale.

MORE OF A CHALLENGE
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RESOURCE 1: THE OLD VICARAGE BROCHURE
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RESOURCE 3: THE MODEL VILLAGE FLYER 2
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RESOURCE 4: MODEL VILLAGE GARDENS AND GALLERIES
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RESOURCE 5: THE MODEL VILLAGE FLYER 3
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RESOURCE 6: THE OLD VICARAGE GARDENS LEAFLET
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RESOURCE 7: YELLOW FLYER
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TEACHER ANSWER SHEET

Answers to pupil question sheet.
1. 1952
2. 1950 ( 2 years before it opened)
3. Shanklin
4. The 1930’s
5. Guest house
6. The owner died.
7. 14 years. Work restarted in 1970.
8. Concrete and cement. (Clay is used for the moulds, not the final model.)
9. Looks like stone, ages and weathers well.
10. The many thatched roofs.
11. One child staying at The Old Vicarage for one night in June or September.
12. Bus no. 17 went from Ventnor to Godshill.

More of a challenge
13.  One of the guides says the Church on the hill weighs 2 tons, the others say 1 ton.
14.  The miniature oaks are bonsai, and other miniature trees.
15.  One leaflet (the smallest, PL2/72) says: ‘In addition to maintenance, work is now going on to 
 produce a second model village in the lower garden. This is to be a tenth scale reproduction of our  
 own village of Godshill.’  It goes on to say: ‘1972 sees the first of these models in place’. 
 One can infer from the use of the present tense, that the work is very much in progress, whereas the  
 other leaflets suggest that the work has been completed.

Extension tasks
Close reading
Ordering the leaflets. There are a number of clues as to relative position but I am not sure that there is a 
definitive order that can be deduced.

Maths investigation
a) More than 4200 hours. (The Church is said to have taken 600 hours and each cottage upwards of 200 
hours.
b) 10,000th scale

Drawing plan of classroom to 100th and 1000th scale.


