
Task Implementation
The pre-visit activity starts with the basics by getting students to think 
about what the term ‘conflict’ actually means. A photo-interpretation 
exercise then requires them to identify conflicts in the images 
presented to them, and to annotate the images to state what conflicts 
they think might occur (as suggested in the image), and explain how/
why they think this conflict may arise. Students are encouraged to 
develop their ideas into full annotations, rather than simple labels.

The on-site activities then focus on students working collaboratively 
to make observations from the ferry as they travel across to/from the 
Isle of Wight. They will have the opportunity to observe a wide range 
of different activities going on, both on and off the water, and they should be able to think about how some of 
these activities might conflict with one another. Southampton Water is an incredibly busy, multi-use area and, 
as such, conflicts arise between different user groups. Encourage students to observe the wide variety of vessels 
along the route, and to think about how their size and mode of operation might affect their ability to navigate 
/ react quickly, and how this might lead to safety issues. Students are presented with a conflict matrix to 
complete; the lower ability worksheet has more guidance here, whilst the higher ability worksheet encourages 
students to think more independently about how to complete it, and then stretches them to explain some of 
their ideas about the potential for conflicts in the extension task. 

Once they have completed this activity, they will then start to think about how these potential conflicts might 
be manages, and they will be focusing on navigational and safety measures that they can observe from the 
ferry. They should take photos of any measures that they can see, to help with their post-visit presentations (see 
next paragraph). On the worksheet, they are presented with a range of images showing various navigational/
safety measures in place and they are asked to consider how each of these contribute to making Southampton 
Water/The Solent a safer place for all users to enjoy and, therefore also, reduce the likelihood of conflicts arising 
between different user groups. 

Contextual Summary
This is a geography resource which engages students with the 
environment of Southampton Water and The Solent, whilst on their 
Red Funnel ferry journey across to and/or from the Isle of Wight. 
It includes pre-visit, on-site, and post-visit activities. This resource 
focuses on the human geography of the area; specifically, the different 
types of human activities that students can see taking place on and 
around the water. 

They will focus primarily on activity on the water, and students will 
be able to observe a wide range of different types of vessels. Based 
on their observations, students will start to consider the potential for 
conflict between different users groups, and complete a conflict matrix 
while on board the ferry. They will then look for navigational / safety 
measures for the ferry and start to think about how these measures 
help to reduce conflict and manage the area for the needs of all users. 
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Ability Levels 
There are two versions of this resource. This resource is aimed at students at KS4. There are differentiated 
variations available for higher and lower ability levels. 
Teachers should view all resources and select the most appropriate level for their students.

Task Implementation (continued)
The aim of the post-visit activity is to produce a presentation which will summarise their key findings from their 
primary ‘data’ collected during their fieldwork, combined with secondary information gathered by researching 
the websites suggested. The websites give further information on conflicts within Southampton Water and The 
Solent, as well as information on the methods being used to manage the area as a multi-use resource, ensuring 
that all users are catered for and that safety standards are high. It is anticipated that students would work 
in small groups to conduct their research and produce a presentation, but the exact methods for this will be 
decided upon by teachers depending on their individual wishes and needs. Students are prompted to include 
their own fieldwork (matrix, photos) in their presentation, as well as the information gathered through research. 

Key skills practised in this unit:
 � Understanding key processes in human geography (human activities; land use, economic activities and 

recreation) 

 � Observation of, and analysing, images; labelling and annotating images

 � Conducting fieldwork by making observations and producing a conflict matrix, and recording 
information accurately using an appropriate key

 � Working collaboratively with peers.
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Learning Opportunities
At all stages 

 � Students will use the resources provided to carry out the activities and tasks as specified on the worksheet:

 Troubled Waters!
 
 Resource ID:  107221 (KS4 low-mid ability) 

   107222 (KS4 mid-high ability) 
   
Pre-Visit

 � Students will familiarise themselves with the term ‘conflict’ and start to consider potential conflicts 
through an image-interpretation task. 

During the Visit 
 � Students complete the conflict matrix and safety/navigation management exercise, on the ED worksheet.

Post-Visit
 � Students complete the post-visit activity, which involves further research into conflicts in Southampton 

Water/The Solent, and how this is being managed, and present their findings (including their primary 
fieldwork findings).
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Relationship to Curriculum
Below are the relevant links to the current GCSE Geography specifications:

For further details visit educationdestination.co.uk
  � Hundreds more resources

 � Search by age, subject, exam board
 � Virtual venue tours and maps

 � Bespoke online itinerary builder
 � Risk assessments 
 � Travel and accommodation

Learning Outcomes
 ü Students will be able to define the term ‘conflict’ and be able to give some examples of likely conflicts 

between different users of Southampton Water / The Solent.

 ü Students will learn what a conflict matrix is, and will develop and complete their own.

 ü Students will observe different management strategies, and explain how they might address safety/
navigation issues.

 ü Students will produce a presentation of their findings; both primary (fieldwork) and secondary 
(internet research).

Enrichment Opportunities
 � Students will be seeing first-hand the human geography (land use, different economic activities and 

leisure and recreation) on and around Southampton Water and The Solent. This will give them a real 
‘feel’ for how bust the area is, the wide variety of different activities going on and, therefore, the potential 
for conflict. They will also be able to observe many of the management techniques that have been 
implemented to address issues of navigation and safety.

 � Students will learn how to carry out a conflict matrix, and they will use higher-order thinking skills to 
explain how/why a conflict may occur and to explain how specific management strategies could help to 
tackle issues associated with these potential conflicts.

 � Extension tasks and differentiated activities enable more able students to stretch and extend their 
geographical understanding, whilst less able students are supported through the tasks in a variety of 
ways. 


