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FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY

Read for Meaning!
What can you discover about the Sanctuary volunteers?
STUDENT INTRODUCTION

 � As well as a small permanent staff, the Donkey Sanctuary relies on a number of 
volunteers to help look after the donkeys and the farm.

 � Colin works at the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary and has been there longer than any 
of the other members of staff. He was recently interviewed about his job and below is a 
transcription of what he said, taken from the Donkey Sanctuary magazine.  

 � Notice how he gives extra information in his answers.
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1. 
Drama 
Starter

With a partner, 
read this aloud 
as if you were 
Colin and his 
interviewer.

Practise a few 
times and try to 
make it sound 
natural.

Note: Seamus is 
an Irish name and 
is pronounced 
Shay-muss.



1042212. Memory Challenge

Now can you answer the questions without looking at the text?  

 » Take it in turns responding as Colin. 

 » You do not have to use exactly the same words, but try to give the same meaning for the answers.

 » The interviewer can still read the questions from the page.

Main Tasks

3. Point of View
First person, second person and third person 

What to look for:

First person pronouns:  I, me, my, mine, we, us, our, ours

Second person pronouns: you, your, yours

Third person names, nouns and pronouns: it, its, he, him, his, she, her, hers, they, their, theirs

a) Most of this text has been written in the first person. Highlight 3 examples.

b) Using a different colour, highlight 3 examples of writing in the second person. 

 Do you notice a pattern?

 Where is the second person mainly used?

c) Now highlight 3 examples of the third person. 
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4. Writing Task!
Your task is to write an article about Colin using the third person. 

Paragraphs 
from the text

Sentences

Introduction Colin works at the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary and has been there longer than any 
of the other members of staff.

1 He has worked at the Sanctuary since …
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PLAN

Use information from the interview, but you don’t need to use all of it.

You could use some quotes e.g.  Dusty has always been his favourite donkey. “ He is 
very kind and gentle,” says Colin.

5. Final draft
 ü It is now time for you to check over your first draft, correct any mistakes or 

        rewrite bits that don’t sound right or don’t make sense.

 ü When you are happy, use your best handwriting to write up the final draft!


